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ARGAN OIL VIRGIN   

INCI CTFA :  Argania Spinosa Kernel Oil 

INCI Europe :  Argania Spinosa Kernel Oil 

CAS :   223747-87-3, 68956-68-3 

EINECS :   273-313-5 
 

APPLICATIONS 
Argan oil is recommended to fortify fragile nails. It is also effective in hair care, giving freshness and shine to dry hair.  It is used in 

other skin care products (dry, wrinkled, chapped skin) and is also used to treat chicken pox and acne. It softens the skin when used 

for massages. 

 

ORIGIN 
The argan tree is also called the "iron tree" or the "Moroccan olive tree". It is an old specie, dating from the Tertiary era when 

Moroccan coast and the Canary Islands were connected. It would thus have populated a large part of what is now Morocco and 

was then pushed southwest by glaciations. At the present time, the argan tree is found in arid and semi-arid regions in Southwest 

Morocco. The tree was known in Antiquity, since the Phoenicians sold its oil in the 10th century at their trading posts along the 

Atlantic coast. 

The thorny argan tree belongs to the Sapotaceae family and can reach a height of 8 to 10 m. The trunk is short and tortuous. The 

leaves are 2 to 3 cm long. The fruit is the size of a walnut, from 17 to 30 mm long and 10 to 17 mm wide. It has a fleshy pericarp, or 

pulp, and a pit that contains the seeds. The fruit is greenish, becoming yellow. The seeds in the pit are generally bound together 

and contain a rare and precious oil.  

 

PROPERTIES 
Argan oil has been known for centuries for its cosmetic virtues. It is composed primarily of unsaturated fatty acids and is rich in 

sterols. It prevents the drying and physiological aging of the skin and restores its hydrolipidic film. It neutralizes free radicals and 

protects the connective tissue. It is also used to treat acne and chicken pox. Scientific studies have shown that argan oil revitalizes 

the skin and gives a boost to vital cell functions. 

 

SPECIFICATIONS  

ACID VALUE (NF EN ISO 660/99):  < 8 mg KOH/g   

PEROXIDE VALUE* (NF EN ISO 3960/10) :  <20 meq O2 actif/Kg 

*peroxide value is < 20 if the product is stored in the conditions described below. 

 

CHARACTERISTICS  
DENSITY at 20°C :  0.914-0.922 

COLOUR :   Yellow 

ODOUR : characteristic 

 

AVERAGE FATTY ACID COMPOSITION  

Saturated fatty acids 

Myristic ac. C14:0 <0.5% 

Palmitic ac. C16:0  10.0 – 15.0% 

Stearic ac.  C18:0  4.0 – 7.0% 

Arachidic ac. C20:0 <1.0% 

 

 

PRODUCTION AND STORAGE 

PRODUCTION: First cold pressing (T<60°C) without use of solvents or chemicals  

 Successive filtrations 
 

STORAGE:  
Before opening:  -  Keep away from light, heat (T<20°C) and in a dry place. 

After opening:  -  Keep the product in the original packaging away from light, heat (T<20°C) and in a dry place 

- Inert with 0.5 to 1L of gas (ex: nitrogen)/L of packaging 

- Close quickly after using (opening time <15min) 
 

PACKAGING:   4,6kg & 23kg Jerry Cans, 200kg Drums 

Unsaturated fatty acids 

Oleic ac.   C18:1   40.0 - 55,0% 

Linoleic ac.  C18:2   25.0 – 40.0% 

Linolenic ac. C18:3   <0.5% 

Gondoïc ac. C20:1  <1.0% 

IODINE VALUE :    90 - 110 g I2/100g  

SAPONIFICATION VALUE :  189 - 200 mg KOH/g 


